Robert Frost(1874-1963)

A poem begins in delight and ends in wisdom.
My quarrel with the world is a lover's quarrel.
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Biographical Introduction

He was born in San
Francisco, but known as a New
England poet. At the age of 10,
his father died of T. B. and the
family carried his body to be
buried in New England, and they
were too poor to go back to San
Francisco.

Birth and family

Frost entered Dartmouth College, bu
soon left; later on he tried college again at
Harvard, but left at the end of two years
bearing an enduring dislike for academi:
convention. Then he lived by farming, a
the same time writing poetry. He got T. B.
and began to live in the countryside at th
suggestion of a doctor. He used to say hs
was one and a half men—a half teacher, «
half farmer, and a half poet.



‘Honorable things:
a. By the end of his life he had become a national
poet. he received honorary degrees from 44 colleges
and universities and won Pulitzer Prize four times;
b. the United States senate passed resolutions
honoring his birthdays and when he was eighty-seven

he read his poetry at the inauguration of President
John F. Kennedy.




His Major works

Collection of poems:

A boy's will (1913) —1MBEMEERE

North of Boston (1914) i )b 45

New Hampshire (1923) Pulitzer Prize winner

Collected Poems (1930) Pulitzer Prize winner

A Further Range (1936) Pulitzer Prize winner

A Witness Tree (1942) Pulitzer Prize winner
oems:

Birches

After Apple-Picking

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

The Road Not Taken




Frost's Writing Features

* Frost did not take part in the literar
movements of the 20th century. He did not
experiment with form, as many poets did in
the 1920s, but used traditional forms such as
the blank verse, plain language, and a graceful
style. (Wordsworthian style )

* He used symbols from ever'ydaK country life to
express his deep ideas. As a whole, Frost's art
is an act of clarification, which, without
simplifying the truth, renders it in some
degree accessible to everyone. (Emerson)




Frost's Main Ideas

« His poetry reflects the
fragmentation of modern
experience and alienation
among modern men. The world
of Frost can be appalling and
terrifying.

« His concern with nature
reflected deep moral
uncertainties. He understood
the ferror and tragedy, and
at the same time, its beauty.




THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

« Two r'?ads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as T could
To where it bent in the undergrowth:;

i "l, ;‘- %7 ik

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because if was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how wa?l leads on to way,
I doubted if T should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

W& Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

w=f T took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.




How did this poem come about?

Frost claims that he
wrote this poem about his
friend Edward Thomas, with
whom he had walked many
times in the woods near
London. Frost has said that
while walking they would
come to different paths and
after choosing one, Thomas
would always felt wondering
what they might have missed
by not taking the ot




Questions for Discussion
(/NEBITIS)

* If there are two roads before you, will you
choose the more-trodden r'oad or the less-
trodden road? Why? ( 2{aAl{REIBIE MR , Rk

BEAZHIEZRAL "EI’Jﬂzﬁli—%E g 731‘|'/A ?)

* How do you choose your life road? Decide by
yourself, follow your paren‘rs advice or accept

your friends’ suggestions? ({REAAHHIRAIA

ki ? HoRE. KEBREAEESTHKRBIZEIN ?
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Study Focus

* Why is the poem entitled "The Road Not Taken” instead of
"The Road Taken"?

* Describe the similarities and differences of these two
roads. Which one does the speaker take?

* How do you understand the word "sigh”? Is it a kind of
nostalgic relief or regret?

* What might the two roads stand for in the speaker's mind?
* What is the theme of this poem?

* Examine the poetic form L—J



Poetic form

“The Road Not Taken" consists of
four stanzas of five lines. The
rhyme scheme is ABAAB; the
rhymes are strict and masculine,
with the notable exception of the
last line (we do not usually stress
the -ence of difference). There
are four stressed syllables per
line, varying on an iambic
tetrameter base.

Tt pafimonow. min ty. com




Topics for Presentation
(FAER)

Describe the similarities and differences of
these two roads. Which one does the speaker'

take? (2% EI’J#I_J” wﬁﬁ%ﬁ%?@ﬁ k7
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What mighT the Tl ”r
speaker’s mind? CRX R #
Ha? ) o
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Understanding Stanza 1

« The dilemma he encountered. He
had been out walking the woods
and came to a fork of two roads.
Then, he stood looking as far
down each one as he could see,
pondering which route to go.

* The roads and the fork of two
roads are metaphorical and
symbolic.




Understanding stanza 2

* Which road did the speaker take?

* Describe the similarities and
ifferences of these two roads.
W ich one does the speaker take?

Similarities: both of the roads are B
attractive (fair)

Differences: one is qrwe‘r and
rassy, less-traveled; the other is
rodden by many people and flat




Understanding stanza 3




Understanding stanza 4

* How do you understand the word
"sigh"? Is it a kind of nostalgic relief
or regret?

* The word "sigh” is a tricky word.
Because sigh can be interpreted into
nos‘ralfgic relief or regret. If it is the
relief sigh, then the difference
means the speaker feels %Iad with
the road he took. If it is the regret
sigh, then the difference would not
be good. Hence, sigh is ambiguous
here for the speaker is not showing
whether his choice is right or wrong.




What might the two roads stand for?

* In the speaker's mind, the two
roads not only refer to the real
roads he has to take, more
significantly, it means two different
ways of life when one hesitates
betore the life's crossroad.

« Tt also 5“?%““ that he doesn't
follow suif but employs the
’rr'adi’rionalfa’r’rern in spite of the
influence of modernist innovation.




Themes

* Choice is inevitable but you
never know the outcome of
your choice until you come to
the end.

* No right or wrong, persisting
with your choice is the
most important.

» Different choices only mean
different life experiences.
Be brave to choose and keep
going on.




Robert Frost's "The Road Not

Taken" depicts an image of a

solitary traveler who has come to a
fork in'the road in his journey and
must make a decision oh which way
to proceed.
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Epigrams concerning the topic of “road”

c X HF KRBT G,

c B RAKLIIBEA, LALLM, X Ehei Eagik,
Hex EREASL, AWAST, LERT %,

« & B TR ILF AL HLE ]

c RiE L ) HALAS,

s BLUARIANZ, FiHELEZTHEHN.
LT KERALK, HE LA X —4,
R FZHMGZ Y, FHLETHKE.
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Robert Frost's Research

* The interpretations of Frost's major poems: The Road Not

Taken, Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening (themes,
artistic features)

‘reflected in Frost's poetry
* Frost's philosophical ideas exemplified in Frost's poetry

* Future researches: comparative studies (Robert Frost & Ezra
Pound, T.S. Eliot, Ernest Hemingway, Robert Burns)
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Assighments

Preview: Frost's Stopping By Woodss
On A Snowy Evening:

1.In your opinion, what was the reason
that made the speaker stop by the
woods onh a showy evening?

2.Why couldn't the speaker stay longer
by the woods to appreciate its
mysterious beauty?
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