
A poem begins in delight and ends in wisdom.
My quarrel with the world is a lover’s quarrel.

Robert Frost(1874-1963)
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Biographical Introduction

     He was born in San 
Francisco, but known as a New 
England poet. At the age of 10, 
his father died of T. B. and the 
family carried his body to be 
buried in New England, and they 
were too poor to go back to San 
Francisco. 

Birth and family

FFrost entered Dartmouth College, but 
soon left; later on he tried college again at 
Harvard, but left at the end of two years, 
bearing an enduring dislike for academic 
convention. Then he lived by farming, at 
the same time writing poetry. He got T. B., 
and began to live in the countryside at the 
suggestion of a doctor. He used to say he 
was one and a half men—a half teacher, a 
half farmer, and a half poet. 

Education



Honorable things:
    a. By the end of his life he had become a national 
poet; he received honorary degrees from 44 colleges 
and universities and won Pulitzer Prize four times;
    b. the United States senate passed resolutions 
honoring his birthdays and when he was eighty-seven 
he read his poetry at the inauguration of President 
John F. Kennedy.



His Major works

Collection of poems:
A boy’s will (1913)       一个男孩的意愿
North of Boston (1914)   波士顿的北部
New Hampshire (1923)   Pulitzer Prize winner 
Collected Poems (1930)  Pulitzer Prize winner 
A Further Range (1936)  Pulitzer Prize winner 
A Witness Tree (1942)    Pulitzer Prize winner 
Poems:
Birches 
After Apple-Picking 
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
The Road Not Taken 



Frost’s Writing Features

• Frost did not take part in the literary 
movements of the 20th century. He did not 
experiment with form, as many poets did in 
the 1920s, but used traditional forms such as 
the blank verse, plain language, and a graceful 
style. (Wordsworthian style )

• He used symbols from everyday country life to 
express his deep ideas. As a whole, Frost’s art 
is an act of clarification, which, without 
simplifying the truth, renders it in some 
degree accessible to everyone. (Emerson)



Frost’s Main Ideas

• His poetry reflects the 
fragmentation of modern 
experience and alienation 
among modern men. The world 
of Frost can be appalling and 
terrifying. 

• His concern with nature 
reflected deep moral 
uncertainties. He understood 
the terror and tragedy, and 
at the same time, its beauty.



THE ROAD NOT TAKEN
• Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 



How did this poem come about?

     Frost claims that he 
wrote this poem about his 
friend Edward Thomas, with 
whom he had walked many 
times in the woods near 
London. Frost has said that 
while walking they would 
come to different paths and 
after choosing one, Thomas 
would always felt wondering 
what they might have missed 
by not taking the other path.



Questions for Discussion 
(小组讨论)

• If there are two roads before you, will you 
choose the more-trodden road or the less-
trodden road? Why?（如何你面前有两条，你会选
择人多的还是人少的哪一条？为什么？）

• How do you choose your life road? Decide by 
yourself, follow your parents’ advice or accept 
your friends’ suggestions?（你会如何做出你的人
生选择？自己决定、父母决定还是接受朋友的建议？）



Study Focus

• Examine the poetic form
• Why is the poem entitled “The Road Not Taken” instead of 

“The Road Taken”?
• Describe the similarities and differences of these two 

roads. Which one does the speaker take?
• How do you understand the word “s igh”? Is it  a  k ind of 

nostalgic relief or regret? 
• What might the two roads stand for in the speaker’s mind?
• What is the theme of this poem?



Poetic form

   “The Road Not Taken” consists of 
four stanzas of five lines. The 
rhyme scheme is ABAAB; the 
rhymes are strict and masculine, 
with the notable exception of the 
last line (we do not usually stress 
the -ence of difference). There 
are four stressed syllables per 
line, varying on an iambic 
tetrameter base.



Describe the similarities and differences of 
these two roads. Which one does the speaker 
take? （两条的异同？说话者选择了哪一条？）

What might the two roads stand for in the 
speaker’s mind?（这两条路在说话者心里代表了
什么？）

What’s your inspiration?（对你有什么启发？）

Topics for Presentation
　　　(学生展示)



Understanding Stanza 1

• The dilemma he encountered. He 
had been out walking the woods 
and came to a fork of two roads. 
Then, he stood looking as far 
down each one as he could see, 
pondering which route to go.

• The roads and the fork of two 
roads are metaphorical and 
symbolic. 



Understanding stanza 2

• Which road did the speaker take?
• Describe the similarities and 

differences of these two roads. 
Which one does the speaker take?

    Similarities: both of the roads are 
attractive (fair)

     Differences: one is quiet and 
grassy, less-traveled; the other is 
trodden by many people and flat



Understanding stanza 3

• In the third stanza, the poet 
continued to cogitate upon the 
differences between the two 
roads. Greed as another nature 
of mankind, he wondered maybe 
one day he could come back and 
try the other one. 

• However, reason made him 
doubt he would be able to, for 
in life one thing leads to 
another and time is limited. 
Once he chose to be a poet, 
hardly can he be a farmer again. 
Life would push him to carry on 
what he had chosen.



Understanding stanza 4

• H o w  d o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r d 
“sigh”? Is it a kind of nostalgic relief 
or regret? 

• The  wor d  “ s i g h ”  i s  a  t r i c k y  w o r d . 
Because sigh can be interpreted into 
nostalgic relief or regret. If it is the 
r e l i e f  s i g h ,  t h e n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e 
means  the  speaker  fee ls  g lad  w ith 
the road he took. If it is the regret 
sigh, then the difference would not 
be  good .  Hence ,  s i gh  i s  amb iguous 
here for the speaker is not showing 
whether his choice is right or wrong.



What might the two roads stand for? 

• In the speaker’s mind, the two 
roads not only refer to the real 
roads he has to take, more 
significantly, it means two different 
ways of life when one hesitates 
before the life’s crossroad.

• It also suggests that he doesn’t 
follow suit but employs the 
traditional pattern in spite of  the 
influence of modernist  innovation.



Themes

• Choice is inevitable but you 
never know the outcome of 
your choice until you come to 
the end. 

• No right or wrong, persisting 
with your choice is the 
most important.

• Different choices only mean 
different life experiences. 
Be brave to choose and keep 
going on.



•    Robert Frost's "The Road Not 
Taken" depicts an image of a 
solitary traveler who has come to a 
fork in the road in his journey and 
must make a decision on which way 
to proceed. 

        未选择的路
黄色的树林里分出两条路， 
可惜我不能同时去涉足， 
我在那路口久久伫立， 
我向一条路极目望去， 
直到它消失在丛林深处。 
但我却选择了另一条路， 
它荒草萋萋，十分幽寂， 
显得更诱人、更美丽； 
虽然这两条小路上， 
却很少留下旅人的足迹； 
虽然那天清晨落叶满地， 
两条路都未经脚印污染。 
啊，留下一条路改日再见！ 
但我知道路径绵延无尽头， 
恐怕我难以再回返。 
也许多少年后在某个地方， 
我将轻声叹息将往事回顾： 
一片树林里分出两条路—— 
而我选择了人迹更少的一条， 
从此决定了我一生的道路。 



Epigrams concerning the topic of “road”

• 条条大路通罗马。

• 希望是本无所谓有，无所谓无的。这正如地上的路，
其实地上本没有路，走的人多了，也便成了路。                          

• 走自己的路让别人去说吧！ 

• 路遥知马力，日久见人心。

• 书山有路勤为径，学海无涯苦作舟。

• 山重水复疑无路，柳暗花明又一村。

• 路漫漫其修远兮，吾将上下而求索。



《未选择的路》赏析

• 1913年，即将年满40岁，但仍默默无闻的诗人罗伯特.弗罗斯特从英国写信
给一位学生：“我是那种少数有自己理论的人之一。。。。。。我期望能为
改进美国文学的现状做些什么。”当时他经过多年的准备和酝酿，已经作出
了他人生的一个重大选择，即全身心地投入诗歌创作，并在英国出版诗集。
这一决定后来果然使诗人获得了巨大的成功，同时切实提高了美国诗歌在世
界文坛的地位。两年以后，诗人在下面这首描写自然景色的诗歌中委婉地反
映了自己在选择人生道路时所体验到的那种踌躇和困惑。

• 诗中的叙述者在清晨散步时来到了林间的一个叉道口，在他面前有两条道路
可供选择。一条路比较僻静，另一条路则有纷杂的脚印，显然平时行人比较
多些。但是在那天早晨，那两条道路上的小草都还挂着露水，说明还没人从
那儿经过。经过片刻的犹豫，叙述者决定走那条比较僻静的道路，因为那条
道走的人少，更有探索的价值。但他虽然作出了选择，心里却仍在嘀咕，假
如选择了另外那条路，他将会遇见些什么样的东西。在诗歌的末尾，叙述者
设想自己在多年以后向后人讲述自己在这个早晨所作出的选择，并且感叹在
作选择时的一念之差往往会造成两种截然不同的人生历程。

• 和弗罗斯特的其他作品一样，这首诗虽然只是描写了生活中的一个普通情景，
但它表现的却是内涵极其丰富和深刻，具有普遍意义的人生哲理。这正是诗
歌的艺术魅力所在。



Robert Frost’s Research
• The interpretations of Frost’s major poems: The Road Not 

Taken, Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening (themes, 
artistic features)

 reflected in Frost’s poetry

• Frost’s philosophical ideas exemplified in Frost’s poetry

• Future researches: comparative studies (Robert Frost & Ezra 
Pound, T.S. Eliot, Ernest Hemingway, Robert Burns)

















Assignments

Preview: Frost's  Stopping By Woods 
On A Snowy Evening:
1.In your opinion, what was the reason 
that made the speaker stop by the 
woods on a snowy evening?

2.Why couldn’t the speaker stay longer 
by the woods to appreciate its 
mysterious beauty?
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